
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                         

 
 

Milano 03.04.2025 
 

SUBJECT: EXPRESSION OF INTEREST IN SUPPORT (THROUGH ECONOMIC SPONSORSHIP) OF PROJECT 
ENTITLED "PREVALENCE OF HCV INFECTION IN THE SINGLE ADULT POPULATION, ITALIAN CENTER: THE I 
LOVE MY LIVER HEALTH PROGRAM" ORGANIZED BY GASTRONTEROLOGY AND HEPATOLOGY 
DEPARTMENT IN COMBINATION WITH MICROBIOLOGY AND VIROLOGY 

 
Fondazione IRCCS Ca' Granda Ospedale Maggiore Policlinico has as its purpose the assistance, research, 
training, services to the territory and the socioeconomic system. 
As IRCCS promotes cooperation and alliances with scientific and industry partners to participate in research 
projects, including international ones. 
In accordance with the provisions of Article 2 of the Statute, it tests and monitors innovative forms of 
management and organization in the health and biomedical research field, after obtaining the 
authorization of the Lombardy Region, and takes any appropriate initiative to promote biomedical research, 
to protect the ownership of its results, as well as their economic exploitation, including through the 
establishment and/or participation in appropriate bodies, institutions and companies open to the 
participation of researchers and other public or private entities.  
At the SC Endocrinology and Epatology, the SC Microbiology and Virology and the SC Anatomical Pathology, 
the Foundation intends to promote a project entitled "Prevalence of chronic viral hepatitis (HCV, HBV HDV) 
and of α 1-antitrypsin deficiency (AATD) in the adult population hospitalized in a single, Italian Center: the 
"I Love my Liver" health program". 
In this context, the Foundation intends to verify the interest and willingness of companies or entities to 
collaborate with the project through financial support or in kind. 
 
PROJECT CHARACTERISTICS:  
Department involved: SC Gastroenterology and Epatology and the SC Microbiology and Virology  
Principal Investigators: Prof. Pietro Lampertico, Dr Annapaola Callegaro 
Duration: n. 3-12 months depending on the sponsorship package selected 
Aim of the project: screening project  
Recipients of the notice: Public or private entities, Italian or foreign who intend to support economically the 
I LOVE MY LIVER project. 
TOTAL ESTIMATED PROJECT COSTS: 420.00,00 Euro   
 
 
NEEDED  
Liver diseases are responsible for high morbidity and mortality rates worldwide, mainly through their 
progression to cirrhosis, which is the main risk factor for complications such as portal hypertension, 
hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) and liver failure (ESLD). 
Chronic hepatitis C virus (HCV) infection has been the leading cause of liver-related morbidity and mortality 
for many years, and the first indication for liver transplantation (OLT). In 2014, the approval of the first 
direct-acting antiviral drugs (DAA) led to a radical change in the global epidemiological situation. Cure of 
HCV causes the disease progression to stop, which results in a reduction in cirrhosis progression rates and 



 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                         

incidence of clinical complications. In light of this data, the WHO placed the elimination of HCV as a global 
health goal in 2016. 
This goal, which should be achieved by 2030, is based on the possibility of treating known infections but, 
above all, on the need to identify the unidentified individuals who are not aware of being carriers of HCV 
infection. The regional screening policies - financed by the 2019 Milleproroghe Decree - are aimed at a 
specific segment of the population (i.e., born between 1969 and 1989). However, the extension of this 
population group is necessary in order to optimise the effectiveness of screening programmes and to 
facilitate alignment with WHO objectives. Indeed, not only in Italy the prevalence of infection is higher in 
older subjects (demographic gradient), but recent data from ISS (SEIEVA) suggest that even younger people 
are exposed to the risk of infection, due to the spread of aesthetic practices and tattoos, and the absence 
of vaccination. 
In light of this, the IRCCS Ca' Granda Maggiore Foundation, one of the largest and most important research 
hospitals in Lombardy, intends to promote a project to assess the prevalence of HCV infection in adult 
subjects at the hospital and hospitalized for any clinical need. In the Foundation there are about 35,000 
admissions per year, including the maternal-infant area.   
Upon admission, all patients will be informed of the ongoing project which is part of a larger public health 
program ("Public Health") focused on early diagnosis of various liver diseases.    
 
SUPPORT REQUESTED:  
The purpose of this notice is to contribute to the project through financial sponsorship. Recipients can 
choose how to support the Project by choosing one of the following funding modalities:   
 
Package A  
The choice of such a package allows for partial financing of the project by means of an economic 
contribution of EUR 30,000. This amount will allow the Foundation to cover the costs related to the analysis 
of 2,500 serums (including those for dedicated staff at the SC of Gastroenterology and Epatology and at the 
SC of Microbiology and Virology)   
 
Package B  
The choice of package B makes it possible to partially finance the project with an economic contribution of 
Euro 60,000. This amount will allow the Foundation to cover the costs related to the analysis of 5,000 
serums (including those for dedicated staff at the SC of Gastroenterology and Epatology and at the SC of 
Microbiology and Virology)  
 
Package C  
The choice of package C makes it possible to partially finance the project with an economic contribution of 
Euro 90,000. This amount will allow the Foundation to cover the costs related to the analysis of 7,500 
serums (including those for dedicated staff at the SC of Gastroenterology and Epatology and at the SC of 
Microbiology and Virology) 
 
Package D 
The choice of package D makes it possible to finance part of the project with an economic contribution of 
120,000 euros. This amount will allow the Foundation to cover the costs related to the analysis of 10,000 
serums (including those for dedicated staff at the SC of Gastroenterology and Epatology and at the SC of 
Microbiology and Virology) 



 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                         

 
 
RECIPIENTS 
This notice is addressed to public or private, Italian or foreign entities who wish to support the I LOVE MY 
LIVER project economically or in kind. 
 
SPACES FOR THE LOCATION 
 
The Project will be carried out at the IRCCS Foundation Ca' Granda Hospital Policlinico Maggiore. 
The analysis and screening activities will be conducted at the SC Endocrinology and Epatology, the SC 
Microbiology and Virology and the SC Anatomical Pathology. 
 
RESENTATION OF EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST AND RELATED DOCUMENTATION 
 
Interested parties should send an e-mail to the IRCCS Foundation, concerning: "Expressions of interest to 
identify potential partners interested in collaborating for the realization of the project "Prevalence of HCV 
infection in the adult population hospitalized in a single, Italian Center: the "I Love my Liver" health 
program" to the following e-mail address: direzionescientifica@policlinico.mi.it with the following 
documentation:  
-  expression of interest signed by the legal representative and accompanied by a photocopy of a 
valid identity document, indicating the name and contact details of the applicant; 
-  indication of the package with which you intend to support the Project   
 
 
TERMS 
The interested parties must send, using the methods indicated in the previous point, expressions of interest 
for identifying an industrial partner with whom to collaborate for the development of the project referred 
to above by 12.00 on 20.04.2025  
Fondazione IRCCS will review the requests received within the prescribed deadline. The IRCCS Foundation, 
once it has identified the partners that intend to sponsor the project, will conclude a sponsorship contract 
with them in order to regulate the modalities of payment of the contribution provided by the partners to 
the project.  
The contract will also govern how the Foundation undertakes to demonstrate partners' support. In 
particular, the Foundation will endeavour in all project documentation to mention the unrestricted support 
of the partners and to affix on all information material the logos and trademarks of the companies 
participating in the project.  
 
 
MISCELLANEOUS  
This expression of interest is not the only way to obtain funding, so the Foundation reserves the right to ask 
for membership and support for the I LOVE MY LIVER project also through other means. The notice is 
published in Italian on the website www.policlinico.mi.it  The present English version is available for 
download.   
We inform you that for this procedure the Head of the Procedure is the Chief Scientific Officer.   
 

http://www.policlinico.mi.it/


 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                         

For information: Scientific Department (Tel. +0255038316) 
Email address: direzionescientifica@policlinico.mi.it  
 
 
Procedure at Scientific Department 
Head of Proceedings: Prof. Fabio Blandini, Chief Scientific Officer   
 
All.1 –  Model  
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